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Public Disclosure Acknowledgement and Waiver

The purpose of this document is to make you aware of the possible undesirable consequences of making a
public disclosure of a potentially patentable invention or materials prior to taking the proper steps to protect
such an invention or materials.

It is important that no public disclosure be made of a potentially patentable invention or materials that
would offer sufficient detail to someone skilled in the art or science to understand, make, duplicate, or use the
invention. Public disclosure must not occur more than one year prior to filing a patent application with the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). Public disclosure of the invention prior to USPTO application potentially
creates a barrier to earning patent protection in the United States or abroad.

Public disclosure can include talks, lectures, poster presentations, newspaper or newsletter interviews,
publications, or any other unrestricted disclosure of an invention and even oral conversations with others versed
in the art or science.

The first step toward protecting your innovation begins with an initial disclosure to the Office of Industry
Engagement at the Georgia Institute of Technology. Through this process, Industry Engagement can record the
innovation, determine what form of intellectual property is involved, establish accurate inventorship as well as
ownership interests in the innovation, and evaluate the innovation’s commercial potential. If you have developed
something that you believe to be novel, you should report it to the Office of Industry Engagement.

By signing this document, you acknowledge and understand that you are aware of the potential risks that
may occur when publicly presenting a poster or article of research, and that doing so may create sufficient
opportunity to enable another person of skill in the art to understand, make, duplicate, or use the invention.
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Return to lindsey.panetta@gtri.gatech.edu by Sept. 25, 2017 at 11:59 p.m. (EDT)
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